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XXII.— THE DECLENSION OF SUBSTANTIVES IN 
THE ZERBSTER HANDSCHRIFT 

With the publication of Luther's manuscripts of the 
Bible translations in the Weimar edition of his works, 
a veritable mine has been opened to the investigators of 
Luther's language. These manuscripts 1 were written in 
the years 1523-1530; Zerbster Handschrift, 1523; Ber- 
liner Handschrift, 1523-1524; Heidelberger Handschrift, 
1527-1528; Gothaer Handschrift, 1530; etc. Luther be- 
gan intensive work upon his translation of the Old Testa- 
ment immediately after the appearance of the revision 
of the New Testament, 1522. He had profited from a 
closer study of the earlier editions, of the sources, and of 
German life and language, before he entered upon his 
monumental work. He had also attained to a more philo- 
sophical view of life and had become more skilled in the 
art of translation. 

A mere cursory study of the manuscripts will prove that 
it is necessary to revise most of the previous contributions 
to the study of Luther's language. For, too often investi- 
gators have drawn conclusions from insufficient data, and 
at times they have collected at random from various prin- 
ted works and editions of the Bible, without taking into 
consideration the different stages of Luther's linguistic 
development. Even the conclusions derived from an in- 
vestigation of the earlier manuscripts, as for example, of 
" Von den guten werken," 1520, must be tested before 
being accepted as final. The study of these manuscripts 

1 For a detailed description of these manuscripts, see the intro- 
ductions in the volumes, Die Deutsche Bibel, I and II. 
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from 1523 to 1530 will throw new light upon many phases 
of Luther's linguistic activity, especially upon the develop- 
ment of Luther's language, upon the question of the 
relationship of the manuscript and printed forms, 
and upon Luther's use of the sources, whether these 
sources be the earlier German versions or the original 
documents, such as were accessible to Luther and his co- 
workers. 

The present article treats of the declension of the sub- 
stantives in the Zerbster Handschrift. This manuscript 
affords material from which safe conclusions may be 
drawn. The general order of my dissertation 1 has been 
followed. 

Strong Declension — Masculines and Eeuteks 

Singular 

Since the declension of the masculines and neuters is 
generally alike, these stems will be treated together. The 
tables 2 will show at a glance the status of the declension. 

1 Substantivflexion iei Martinus Luther. George Wahr, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. For the literature on this subject and for a discussion of the 
development of the declension of nouns from MHG. to Luther, see 
this dissertation. Compare also the more recent grammars. It 
hardly seems necessary to give the details in every chapter, for 
example, as in the singular of the masculines and neuters. 
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Genitive 






Dative 




M. 


-esN. 


M. -i 


[e)s N. 


M. 


-cN. 


M. (e) N. 


-6 


2 x 




6 x 


8 x 


7 x 


16 x 


10 x 24 x 


-d(l) 


5 x 


13 x 


52 x 


53 x 


32 x 


104 x 


62 x 138 x 


-a (2) 






10 x 


1 X 






17 x 3 x 


-9(1). 


61 x 




49 x 


1 X 


124 x 


2 x 


11 x 6 x 


■9(2) 


142 x 




287 x 




395 x 




31 x 


-s 


2 x 


52 x 




13 x 


1 X 


410 x 


19 x 34 x 


-I 






4 x 


19 x 


1 X 




46 x 35 x 
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Genitive 

The masculines ending in -I, -r, -to, -n, -ng, -t, -k, -f, 
-ch, -tz, and also in -d (2) rarely have -e in the genitive. 
Gott, however, generally has the full form Gottis. Even 
after -d (1) and -g (2) there is a tendency to have the 
form without -e. After -s, -e is retained. After -g (1) 
the full form predominates. The neuters ending in -I, -r, 
-to, -n, -t, -k, -ch, -sch, -tz, and vowel show syncopy ; like- 
wise after -b, -d, and -g. After -s the full form naturally 
prevails. Yet at times, as in the combination von des 
haus boden (153, 15), the entire ending is wanting. 

Dative 

The masculines ending in -s, -I, -r, -to, -n, -ng, -p, -t, 
-k, -sch, and -tz, have apocopy regularly; likewise the 
stems ending in -/, except hof. The dissyllables ending 
in -d also have apocopy. After -b and -d (1) there is a 
fluctuation, however with the tendency for the shorter 
form. Only after -g is the ending -e regular. The neu- 
ters ending in -I, -r, -to, -n, -t, -k, -ch, -sch, and vowel show 
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■r 




5 x 


12 x 


19 x 






44 x 


194 x 


-m 






13 x 


7 x 






55 x 


20 x 


jn, 


2 x 




307 x 


1 X 


5 x 




139 x 


4 x 


-ng 




1 X 


2 x 




5 x 


2 x 


23 x 




-v 














1 X 




■t 


271 x 




56 x 


23 x 


6 x 




218 x 


115 x 


-h 






2 x 


81 x 






20 x 


178 x 


-f 






6 x 


1 X 


14 x 


2 x 


11 X 




-ch 






3 x 


36 x 


1 X 


1 X 


19 x 


50 x 


■sch 








3 x 


1 X 




19 x 




-tz 




2 x 


2 x 


9 x 


1 X 




24 x 


19 x 


Vowel 








3 x 




2 x 




5 x 
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apocopy. The tendency to have apocopy after -d (1) is 
not so pronounced with the neuters. After -s, as in the 
word haus, the -e is retained with hut few exceptions. 

A glance at similar tables in Substantivflexion, pp. 19, 
20, 34, 35, will show that the declension in the singular 
of the masculines and neuters of these classes is as regular 
as in K (1545 edition). 

Masculines and neuters ending in -er, -el, -em, -en 

About one hundred stems show the regular declension. 
The only exceptions are: gen. (s) vater 5 x 121, 22; 
morgen 2 x 252, 8 ; engel 111, 20 ; gen. -n, vatern 278, 4. 

Jo- Class 
Masculines 

The only masculines which show the old jo- class are 
Tcesse, acc. pl. 66, 18 ; and fride, which has the following 
forms: 

Nom. -e 7 x 201, 18, (e) 8 x 201, 18, -en 347, 8; 
dat. (n) 2 x 201, 19, -en 35 x 128, 24; acc. -e 5 x 146, 
33, (e) 2 x 190, 18, -en 2 x 255, 17. 

Neuters 
Stems with the prefix ge- 

The neuter stems with the prefix ge- and ending in 
-b, -d, -g, have retained the -e except in gesind, dat. 20, 3, 
and in the accusative singular, where there is a fluctu- 
ation : 

-e gepirge 6 x 1, 24 ; gefilde 96, 29 ; geperde 2 x 76, 13 ; 
getreyde 2 x 363, 3 ; gevierde 155, 2. 

(e) arm geschmyd 94, 10; gelubd 6 x 10, 30; gesind 
3 x 120, 2. 
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The neuters with prefix ge- and ending in -p, -t, -h, -I, -r, 
■m, -n, -tz, and vowel have thrown off the -e with fairly- 
consistent regularity. In the gen. -es is omitted, gesetz 
334, 14. The -e is retained: 

Nom. geschlechte 390, 6 ; gesetze 302, 3 ; gesichte 40, 1 ; 

gestuele 2 x 157, 30. 
Gen. gemuetes 122, 8, geredtes 310, 25, geredtis 224, 

13. 
Dat. geredte 6 x 82, 13 ; geschejfte 240, 23 ; geschenche 
340, 6 ; geschlechte 72, 6 ; gesetze 8 x 144, 3 ; 
gestuele 158, 35; gewichte 113, 30. 
Ace. gemiiete 150, 29 ; geredte 6 x 66, 22 ; gerichte 
316, 25 ; geschejfte 380, 31 ; geschenche 179, 19 ; 
geschlechte 261, 28 ; gesetze 351, 26 ; gesichte 104, 
17; gewichte 225, 13. 
The neuter stems with the prefix gre- and ending in -s 
retain -e; acc. gemusze 3 x 113, 9 ; gesesse 2 x 167, 19 ; 
gefesse 303, 19. The -e is thrown off: nom. gefessz 2 x 
75, 5 ; dat. gefessz 5 x 32, 9 ; geschos 314, 10 ; acc. 
gemiisz 2 x 103, 19 ; gefess 2 x 210, 14 ; gen. -es is 
omitted, gefesss 66, 22. The third -s may be the genitive. 

Stems without the prefix ge- 

Amt, antlitz, elend, ertz, gluch, hew, hleynod, reich, 
stuck, vieh are regularly in the o class. Bette, bilde, 
mansbilde, ende, erbe, die, retain the -e except bett. dat. 
198, 16 ; bild acc. 2 x 21, 17. Leyde has -e, except 
86, 21. 

Stems ending in -lin 

These stems are regular throughout. 

Stems ending in -nis 

Begrabnis, betrugnis, ergernis, finstemis, gefengnis, 
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zeugnis, are regularly without -e in the dative and even 
lack -es in the genitive as begrebnis 358, 3 and gefengnis 
163, 47. Finstemis is neuter 38, 9. 

Plural 
Masculines 

0- Class 

The following stems are regular: berg, brief, golt- 
schmied, goss, hayn, hertzog, heyland, konig, krieg, pfeyl, 
reyff, schuch, seugling, steyn, streit, tag, tisch, weg, weyn- 
berg, wind, zins, zweig. 

The following stems, — although regular on the whole, 
except altar, — have apocopy: 

ISTom. fremdling 2 x 99, 3 ; hund 2 x 176, 11 ; jungling 

14, 10 ; knecht 9 x 48, 16 ; leychnam 2 x 223, 36 ; 

stern 2 x 277, 24 ; teyl (m. n.) 205, 7. 
Gen. freund 15, 20; jungling 3 x 82, 14; knecht 

2 x 290, 27 ; kriegsknecht 169, 24. 
Ace. alltar 9 x 326, 14; arm 135, 35; feind 258, 

11 ; jungling 3 x 81, 5 ; kriegsknecht 3 x 231, 2 ; 

leychnam 93, 12 ; orenring 3, 24 ; sabbath 251, 32 ; 

schilt 2 x 301, 8 ; silberling 3 x 20, 10 ; spiess 

125, 14; strick 2 x 105, 2 ; teyl (m. n.) 3 x 106, 2. 
The following stems have -en : nom. erstlingen 378, 44 ; 

fremdlingen 327, 25 ; gen. festtagen 343, 5 ; acc. 

erstlingen 380, 31 ; fremdlingen 268, 2 ; sabbathen 

271, 31. 

1- Class 

The following stems which in MHG. were either in 
the i, i and o, or o classes and which in NHG. are 
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declined regularly according to the i class are regular: 
anschlag, ast, bach, bach, baum, bock, brand, chor, 
erderikloss, fluch, fuchs, fuss, gang, grund, hals, hof, hnauf, 
kopf, landvogt, napf, ordenstand, radschlag, rand, rock, 
sack, schatz, schlag, schantz, schwantz, son, stam, stuel, 
traum, turn, zaum. The umlaut is rarely written with o 
and u. The umlaut of a is e. Baal does not show 
umlaut. 

A few cases of apocopy occur: 

Nom. bewn 3 x 261, 33; fusz 99, 34; kneuff 160, 8; 

stem 2 x 25, 12. 
Gen. bewm 283, 15. 

Ace. bewm 5 x 384, 23; danck chor 377, 31; fussz 

3 x 100, 12 ; kneuff 287, 9 ; saal 285, 9 ; schetz 

2 x 177, 26; son 5, 18; bewm occurs mostly in 

compounds. 

The n form is found in stemmen gen. 118, 2. The n 

is lacking in dat. plu. helsze 3, 21. Booker occurs acc. 

349, 17. 

Neuters 
O- Class 

The following neuters retain the old declension with 
few exceptions: band, bath, beyl, brod, cor, fass, feld, 
geivand, handfas, har, heer, hemd, jar, ioch, kleynod, knye, 
konigreich, korn, mas, pfund, ross, schaff, schiff, schawb- 
rod, schwert, seyttenspiel, stuck, their, thor, werck, wort, 
zelt. 

The new declension is found: 

Xom. fache 157, 32 ; netze 134, 6. 

Gen. dinge 7 x 18, 24; konigreiche 52, 16; liede 150; 
32. 
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Acc. beyne 175, 32 ; hembde 14, 12 ; kbnigreiche 
3 x 150, 21; -liede 2 x 337, 25;meere 370, 6; 
pferde 3 x 168, 28; rechte 12 x 135, 23; rehe 
2 x 150, 23; reiche 20, 7; rosse 4 x 118, 1; 
schaffe 5 x 77, 19; schiffe 2 x 166, 26; seyle 
2 x 17, 8 ; sfticfce 6 x 36, 4 ; taore 162, 37. 

-ee Class 

Bret, dach, feyrhleyd, grab, gutt, haus, holtz, horn, halb, 
hebsweyb, hind, kleyd, lam, loch, maul, menschenMnd, rad, 
rind, schloss, schwert, tuch, volch have the -er plural 
throughout. The umlaut is rarely written, except umlaut 
a written e. 

O and -ee Classes 

A few stems, ampt, dorf, haupt, land, weyb show a 
mixed declension. 

O class: — ampt gen. 2 x 271, 25; dat. 3 x 279, 21; 
acc. 3 x 276, 30. The form empten occurs dat. 

279, 21. 
dorf dat. 3 x 277, 25 ; acc. dorff 46, 18 ; dorffe 

377, 30. 
heubt son. 2 x 251, 34; dat. 11 x 6, 34; acc. 

191, 31. 
land gen. landen 220, 35 ; dat. 21 x 221, 11. 
weyb dat. 3 x 86, 3. 
-er class : — ampt dat. 274, 8. 

dorf nom. 2 x 241, 33; dat. 7 x 250, 16; acc. 

2 x 245, 57. 
heubt nom. 24 x 243, 24; gen. 255, 23; dat. 

4 x 241, 42 ; acc. 5x1, 25. 
land dat. 11 x 343, 3 ; acc. 7 x 330, 13. 
weyb nom. 15 x 7, 51; gen. 7 x 19, 27; dat. 
15x29, 14: acc. 39 x 3, 31. 
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Masculines which have the plural ending -er 

Oott, man, and ort show both a and -er forms. 
O- class: — gott dat. 14 x 8, 13; acc. 8, 15. 
ort dat. 8 x 44, 6. 

man hom. 16 x 1, 22; gen. 2 x 26, 22; dat. 
13 x 2, 4; acc. 29 x 2, 14. 
The use of the form man is to be expected after 
numeral. 

-er class : — gott hom. 7 x 42, 8 ; gen. 42, 8 ; dat. 5 x 168, 
2, O) 220, 35; acc. 11 x 8, 14. 
ort dat. 92, 31 ; acc. 2 x 79, 23. 
man nom. 100 + x 2, 18 ; gen. 26 x 7, 57 ; 
dat. 36 x 5, 20, (n) 2 x 90, 3 ; acc. 30 x 4, 5. 
Menner also occurs in compounds as heubtmen- 
ner 198, 14; hriegsmenner nom. 4 x 130, 7; 
acc. 2 x 212, 20; wartmenner 58, 16; fellt- 
heubtmennern 276, 3 (n) 144, 5. The form 
menn occurs 2x2, 16. 
bock acc. 349, 17. 
The transition to the -er class is not quite as complete 
as in K. 

Jo- Class 

The stems with the prefix ge- and ending in -I, -n, -t, 
-k, -s, and -tz show a mixed declension : 

With -e nom. gebeyne 229, 18; gerilste 21, 16; ge- 

schlechte 244, 19 ; gestuele 3 x 159, 43. 
Gen. gefessze 233, 17. 

Acc. gebeyne 7 x 209, 21; geredte 8 x 160, 4; ge- 
scheffte 3 x 166, 23; geschencke 10 x 129, 43; 
gesteyne 8 x 113, 30; gestuele 5 x 158, 37; 
getrencke 12, 7. 
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Without -e : nom. gefess 8 x 159, 45 ; gericht 260, 14 ; 
geschlecht 235, 29 ; getumel 302, 6 ; gewicht 133, 
16. 
Gen. gefess 3 x 287, 18; gepott 350, 11; geschefft 

279, 13. 

Ace. #e/ess 28 x 66, 22 ; gepot 27 x 57, 14; geredt 168, 

25, gericht 260, 12 ; geschefft 166, 23 ; geschenck 

6 x 47, 3 ; geschlecht 261, 15 ; gesetz 4 x 218, 37. 

The tendency to throw off the -e is more evident in Z 

than in K. This is probably due to the influence of the 

spoken language. A few irregularities occur : 

Gen. -en, geschlechten 248, 28 ; dat. (en) gefess 

3 x 381, 7. 
Stems without the prefix ge-. 
ende acc. ende 371, 22. 

bilde itom. Hide 286, 3 ; dat. bilden 45, 12, bild- 
ern 333, 4; acc. bilde 314, 17; bilder 8 x 
176, 9. 
mansbilde dat. mansbilden 329, 19 ; acc. mans- 
bild 351, 5, mansbilde 9 x 328, 16. 

Masculines and neuters ending in -er -el -en 

These stems are regular throughout, with the exception 
of briidere stom. 375, 13 ; priestere nom. 376, 11 ; ividder 
DAT. 300, 9. 

Neuters ending in -lin 

Only two stems, bocklin and Tcinlin, occur. They are 
regular. 

Neuters ending in -nis 
Only zeugnis occurs ; acc. -e 2 x 144, 3, (e) 5 x 216, 15. 
5 
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Weak Declension 

Masculines 
Living beings : — 

jSTom. The following stems have -e in the nominative: 
bote 8 x 79, 27 ; bube 2 x 74, 30 ; esels fulle 16, 16 ; 
knabe 41 x 7, 54; lewe 5 x 15, 18 ; lawe 2 x 175, 
24; more 301, 9; schencke 357, 11; zeuge 54, 5. 

The following stems have no -e in the nominative : 

bott 5 x 12, 6 ; ertzschench 221, 8 ; euangelist 126, 
26 ; geschenck 2 x 109, 9 ; gesell 49, 2 ; knob 
2 x 74, 41 ; lew 14, 5. 

Gen. The genitive has the form -en: ertzschencken 
2 x 221, 37; lewen 14, 9. The form -ens occurs: 
knabens 3 x 12, 12 ; lewens 2 x 14, 8. 

Dat. and acc. Bote, farre, hirte, 1 knabe, lewe, ochse 
are regular in the dative and accusative. 

Beer, fiirst, mensch, narr, prophet, tor, vntertan, are 
regular without -e in the nominative. Beer, narr, 
and tor end in r, and mensch, prophet, and vnter- 
tan were originally trisyllabic. The only stems 
of this group which retain the -e are herre 2 x 12, 
8 and grafe 348, 6 ; otherwise they are regularly 
without -e. Hirsz occurs 150, 23. 

Inanimate objects : — 

These stems, about forty in number, are regular in the 
dative and in the accusative. In the nominative they 
exhibit a tendency to retain the old form: boge 2 x 38, 4; 
fade 17, 9; haujfe 4 x 52, 10; nacke 216, 14; name 
20 x 83, 25; rebe 1, 2; schatte 1 224, 11; schade 2 x 170, 
25 ; wage 3 x 45, 14. The -n has been added in the 

1 MHG. jo and n. 
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following words: gef alien 99, 39; rucken 1 2 x 172, 11; 
schatten 1 2 x 224, 10 ; wagen 2 x 199, 11. In the 
genitive we see the form -en, as garten 2 x 202, 27; 
namen 162, 41; and -ens, as namens 3 x 55, 22; samens 
146, 33. 

Isolated stems: — 

A few stems, brun, fels, and mond, show a very irregular 
declension. K shows the same irregularities. 

Brun and compounds : nom. brun 16, 20 ; gen. brunnen 
123, 19, brunnens 220, 31; dat. brun 5 x 123, 17, 
brun 4 x 72, 22, brunnen 123, 21; acc. brunnen 123, 19. 
Plural, gen. brunnen 329, 3 ; dat. brunnen 184, 5 ; acc. 
brun 372, 25, brunnen 2 x 319, 10, brunnen 56, 7. 

FeZs: Singular nom. fels 133, 2; gen. felses 317, 12; 
dat. /eZs 4 x 28, 47, /eZsen 2 x 253, 15 ; acc. fels 4 x 13, 
19. Plural, acc. felsen 56, 6. 

Mond: singular nom. mond (throughout) ; gen. monds 
292, 10, mondes 232, 1, monden 26 x 74, 34; dat. monde 
232, 3 monden 37 x 150, 27; acc. monden (throughout). 
The plural is regularly -en, except the acc. monde 44, 1. 

Stern shows the nominative plural stern nom. 2 x 277, 
24, sterne acc. 371, 23. 

Mixed Declension 

Dorn occurs only in the plural, then weak. 

Held and nachbar are strong in the singular and weak 
in the plural, except nom. helde 11 x 94, 25. 

Schmertz is weak acc. plitr. 290, 29. 

Vetter has the weak forms in the singular gen. 6 x 61, 
51, dat. 52, 16. 

'MHG. jo and n. 
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Neuters 

Auge is regularly strong in the singular and weak 
in the plural. 

Hertz is strong in the nom. and acc. singular and weak 
in the gen. and dat. singular and in the plural. 

Ohr is strong in the singular and weak in the plural. 

Kernel shows weak and strong forms in the plural: 
Jcamel 5 x 61, 3 ; Tcamelen gen. 2 x 3, 21 ; and acc. 91, 
17. 

Feminines 

I- Class 

Singular 

This class has no declension in the singular, except 
nachts. 

Plural 

The following stems are regular: angst, axt, frucht, 
hraft, hu, macht, magd, maus, vorhaut, vorstadt, wand. 
Apocopy occurs nom. hend 2, 6 ; gen. stedt 95, 1 ; acc. 
hend 4 x 1, 3 ; vorhaiitt 70, 27. The ending -en occurs 
dat. nachten 91, 12 ; acc. klujften 56, 7. Last occurs 
without ending acc. 170, 28. 

The stems ending in -ey, -heyt, -heyt, -schaft have no 
declension in the singular and are regularly weak in the 
plural. 

N- Class: MHG a and n classes 
Singular 

About 90 stems are regular in the singular. 

The following have -n and -a forms : 

With -n. Nom. The -n has been added to the nom. : 
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dymen 33, 2; erden 261, 31; hutten 2 x 262, 5; 
laden 160, 7; rosen 157, 26. 
Gen. With -n. : dymen 7 x 384, 12 ; ehren 38, 8 ; ellen 
5 x 157, 31; erden 347, 11; erndten 2 x 132, 9; 
hutten 5 x 39, 22 ; laden 6 x 43, 18 ; posaunen 
143, 41 ; sonnen 7 x 9, 18 ; wusten 79, 25. Only 
one of these stems has the -a form: sache 355, 14. 

Dat. With -«. ammen 313, 11 ; aschen 386, 3 ; 
dymen 35, 12; ecken 2 x 286, 10; erden 64 x 
13, 21; eychen 5 x 51, 3; fussolen 117, 25; gros- 
ser! 6 x 23, 18; gellseyden 284, 7; gruben 2 x 
122, 9; Aarfen 64, 16; hutten 15 x 23, 10; 
krippen 150, 23; kronen 2 x 156, 17; Zaden 12 
x 43, 13; lantzen 2 x 71, 10; mauren 13, 
110, 20; pfannen 271, 29; pfosten 36, 9; posau- 
nen 4 x 143, 35 ; n'gren 154, 36 ;' sachen 2 x 139, 
3; scheunen 3 x 140, 18; scheyden 2 x 68, 51; 
seelen 14 x 40, 35; seulen 4 x 205, 14; seytten 
14 x 32, 14 ; sonnen 3 x 111, 11 ; spitzen 7 x 59, 
27 ; strassen 10 x 2, 11 ; tennen 9 x 33, 3 ; 
wolcken 2 x 288, 14; wusten 41 x 2, 7; zungen 
383, 21. 

Without -n. The above stems have the a forms only: 
dyrne 32, 5; erde 200, 16; emdte 2 x 48, 12; 
eyche 252, 12 ; krone 2 x 382, 11 ; lade 8 x 44, 4; 
maure J 110, 21 ; scheune 2 x 102, 6 ; seele 4 x 68, 
1; seule 314, 13; spitze 43, 12; strasse 43, 12; 
wwsie 27, 42. 

Ace. With -n: ecken 2 x 159, 39; erden 18 x 26, 21; 
fasten 352, 21; gassen 3 x 329, 6; gruben 125, 
17 ; hutten 16 x 25, 9 ; karsten 57, 20 ; Zaden 17 
x 102, 2; lantzen 4 x 57, 20; raosen 222, 28; 

*MHGr. jo and n. 
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propheusen 167, 17; sachen 356, 15; scheuren 

2 x 34, 14; scheyden 268, 28; schrancken 2 x 

286, 9; sensen 57, 20; stangen 266, 6; suppen 

2 x 113, 8; iaschen 68, 49; tennen 3 x 34, 14; 

seytten 153, 16 ; wusten 4 x 9, 16 ; zungen 136, 2. 

Without -ra: «mme 3 x 35, 17 ; di/roe 2 x 141, 2 ; ecke 

215, 14; e^re 6 x 45, 5; gemsze 150, 23; krone 

113, 30 ; lade 57 x 42, 4 ; maure * 2 x 131, 

15 ; pfanne 39, 14 ; riege 348, 4 ; sache 8 x 70, 26 ; 

scheiine 140, 24 ; seele 18 x 68, 2 ; seule 5 x 125, 

18 ; seytte 3 x 23, 18 ; spitze 317, 12 ; steure 1 

2 x 315, 9 ; strasse 4 x 57, 17 ; tenne 33, 3. 

In these stems the tendency to retain the -n in the 

genitive and dative corresponds to the old declension. 

Since the a stems had -e and the weak declension -n in 

the accusative, the irregularities found in the accusative 

are to be expected. 

The following stems throw off the -e: 
Nom. bitt 387, 8; ernd 4 x 33, 23; freud 391, 17; 
fraw (regularly); gemeyn 2 x 160, 14; helfft 
8 x 124, 3; hulff 387, 14; kron 156, 18; mor- 
genrodt 24, 25; sach 3 x 35, 7; seel 6 x 72, 3; 
stym 7 x 85, 17 ; sund 3 x 39, 17 ; vrsach 67, 30. 
Gen. handbreytt 65, 4; maur .93, 12; sach 355, 10; 

stett 35, 10 ; sund 210, 6. 
Dat. gemeyn 289, 13 ; ; hufft 3, 30 ; hulff 2 x 108, 11 ; 
mas 156, 11 ; scherff 2 x 28, 6 ; sprach 2 x 380, 
24 ; stett 6 x 35, 10 ; stem 317, 9 ; stym 23 x 25, 
13 ; wasserquell 200, 21. 
Ace. bitt 37, 27 ; drusz 223, 7 ; /row (regularly) ; ge- 
schicht 2 x 112, 14; gnad 3 x 32, 10; helfft 5 x 

*Of the group afcte, m4re, schame, stiure, vorhte, etc., -which in 
MHO. had the -e in the declension, mowre, schame 52, 22 and steiwe 
are the only stems that retain the -e. Maure even has the form -». 
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166, 7; Tcron 2 x 205, 12; lad 45, 15; maur 3 x 
92, 10; sach 8 x 11, 2; seel 7x5, 17; speys 2 
x 25, 10; stell 335, 31; stett 9 x 16, 17; steur 
315, 6; stym 20 x 4, 7; stund 209, 23; sund 
5 x 63, 25; vrsach 3 x 14, 4; ivurtz 2 x 295, 24. 
The use of the shorter form is probably due to the 
influence of the spoken language. 

Stems ending in -er, -el, -in, and -nis 
These stems have no declension in the singular 
Stems ending in -ung 

The singular of these nouns is regular, except nom. 
errettunge 354, 14; wonunge 350, 16; dat. ordenunge 
2 x 328, 15 ; acc. ordenunge 327, 2 ; vergeltunge 129, 37 ; 
versammlunge 2 x 164, 65. 

Plural 

The plural of this category of stems is fairly regular. 
The a forms occur only: 

Nom. -e: elle 157, 24 ; herde 190, 27 ; rede 2 x 194, 13 ; 

(e) geschicht 2 x 304, 11. 
Acc. -e: elle 154, 25 ; forche 186, 32 ; locke 3 x 18, 13 ; 

rede 2 x 135, 31; spitze 58, 4; stette 326, 14; 

stunde 224, 10 ; (e) menschen seel 243, 21 ; stett 

332, 19 ; stund 3 x 224, 9 ; thur 3 x 154, 31. 
The -en is wanting in dat. schnur 30, 7. 

Stems ending in -er 

These stems are regular, except schulder nom. 158, 34. 
Tochter is already strong and regularly without -e, except 
nom. 30, 11 and acc. 2 x 90, 6. 
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Stems ending in -el 

The stems in this class are regular, except mandel acc. 
15, 5 ; schauffel kom. 159, 45 ; schussel hom. 2 x 159, 45 ; 
acc. 3 x 286, 11. 

Stems ending in -in 

These stems have no ending in the plural, except ese- 
lynnen 4 x 49, 3 ; eselynne 51, 2. 

Stems ending in -nis 

The stems in this class are regular 

Stems ending in -ung 

The plural has the strong declension with -e: acc. 
lesterunge 2 x 371, 19 ; reytzunge 230, 26, weyssagunge 
365, 12; without -e: hom. ordenung 2 x 275, 19. The 
weak ending occurs in ordenungen gen. 278, 1. 

Conclusion 

The preceding facts show that Luther was, on the whole, 
regular in the substantive inflection as early as 1523. 
It would be unfair to judge Luther's language from the 
standpoint of the language of the German writers since 
the middle of the eighteenth century, but if one traces 
the development from MHG. to Luther's time, one may 
readily see what progress had been made in the declension 
of nouns. 

Furthermore, Luther's written language, as contained in 
the Zerbst manuscript, does not vary as much from the 
printed form as scholars have inferred. For example, in 
comparison with the language in the sermon " Von den 
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guten werken," 1530, the language of Z. shows the follow- 
ing general development. (This comparison is based on 
Hertel's article, Die Sprache Luthers, Zeitschrift fur 
Deutsche Philologie, xxix, 433 ff.) The -e in the inflec- 
tion is treated according to general principles with more 
consistent regularity; the orthography is more regular, 
the doubling of the consonants has been simplified, the 
stem vowels are written with greater consistency; many 
of the dialect peculiarities (for example, the fluctuation 
between the middle and the high German dialects) have 
been eliminated; the syntax is more regular; the style is 
more clear and direct. 

These changes are evidently due to Luther's freeing 
himself from the influence of printed books and to his 
systematic study of syntax and style. Luther was also 
guided by a practical observation of the spoken language. 
He worked with the definite purpose of attaining a clear, 
concise language for his translation of the Bible. 

Burdach 1 maintained that Luther's German was " un- 
finished and irregular, never uniform and fixed, always 
developing " ; that it was " too full of contradictions and 
fluctuations to exert a unifying influence on the develop- 
ment of the written language." The above facts prove, 
in the light of the development from the MHG. to the 
jSTHG. written language, that Burdach had not sufficently 
observed the underlying principles according to which 
Luther worked, and that he had underestimated the possi- 
bilities of the influence of Luther's language upon the 
NTIG. written language. The fact that Luther continued 
to develop and improve his language even up to the last 
edition in 1545, for the purpose of giving to his people a 

1 Die Binigung der Neuhochdeutschen Schriftsprache, Habilitations- 
schrift, Halle-Wittenberg. 
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clear, direct version does not militate against its influence 
upon the NHGr. written language. Whether Luther had 
in mind a moulding of the written language for the 
language's sake or not, is a question of minor importance. 
It is a fact that, as early as 1523, he had begun to work 
according to definitely established linguistic principles, 
and that as far as the declension of nouns is concerned, 
his language was sufficiently regular to exert far-reaching 
influence on the NHG. written language, even before the 
corrections for the later editions had been made. 

Furthermore, the regularity of Luther's language in the 
final version of the manuscript substantiates the state- 
ments of Luther's co-workers in the preparation and 
printing of the Bible, namely, that he personally super- 
vised the correction of the text, and that Luther's written 
language had a definite influence on the printed form. 

V. Bahder says (Idg. F., ix, 353) : "Am geklartesten ist 
Luthers sprache in der letzten bibelausgabe von 1545 ; auf 
dieses werk ist auch die spatere schriftsprache in erster 
linie gegriindet und jede untersuchung, die Luthers 
sprache in ihrer bedeutung fur die schriftsprachliche ent- 
wicklung betrachtet wird es zum ausgangspunkt nehmen 
mussen." One may add, since the language even of the 
manuscripts of the Bible translation is essentially that of 
the printed forms of the later editions: therefore these 
manuscripts may be considered as primary sources for the 
investigation of Luther's language and of its influence 
upon the later written language. 

An examination of the corrections of the Zerbst and 
other manuscripts throws light upon Luther's famous 
statement found in the introduction to the Old Testament, 
1524. " Aber nu sehe ich, das ich auch noch nicht meyn 
angeporne sprache kann." Here Luther has reference not 
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to a common, regulated language, as I stated in my dis- 
sertation, but to an inability to translate, or rather to 
" remould " the thought, the beauties, and the riches of the 
original language into his native tongue and adequately 
to express in German the " Word of God." 

In short, to Luther we are indebted for a language, 
regular in form (when one considers the age of tran- 
sition), full of vigor, rich in poetic powers and beauties, 
a language from which the modern writers and poets have 
drawn to enrich their vocabulary. And yet they knew 
but a part of Luther's linguistic capability. 

Perhaps the day is not far distant when scholars may 
more generally emphasize the fact that Luther's language, 
as seen in the Bible translations, both in the written and in 
the printed forms, should serve as a practical starting 
point for the beginning of Germanistic study. With 
Luther's language as a base line, one may survey the past 
and behold the influence of the past upon Luther, and of 
Luther upon the language of today. At the same time 
the student would become acquainted with a language 
which has exerted an influence not yet fully appreciated 
upon the NHG. written tongue, almost from the year of 
its printed appearance until this very moment. Certainly 
Luther's writings " should be read more and extolled less." 

Mr. Carl F. Schreiber assisted in collecting the material for this 
paper. 

Warren Washburn Florer. 



